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OBITUARY: MRS. D.E. BEAMISH 
Vice President of The George Eliot Fellowship 
When EvaBeamish died in March she was in her ninety-first year. Herdeath 
this year has held a particular sadness for us since she was to have been our 
Guest of Honour at the Wreath-laying in Nuneaton in June. As this is the 
Fellowship's Diamond Jubilee year, it was thought most fitting that our 
wreath should be laid by our oldest member - certainly in terms of the length 
of her membership. Indeed, when we invited her, we were under the 
impression that she was a founder member but, in accepting the invitation, she 
pointed out that her father was a founder member. Evajoined the Fellowship 
at his death in 1934, so she had been a member for 56 years. 
Eva was born in Nuneaton and lived there unti11975 when, after the death of 
her husband, she moved to Midsomer Norton to be near her daughter, and it 
was at her daughter's home that she died. She was an ardent bell-ringer and 
had been ringing for 75 years, beginning at the age of 15 at Chilvers Coton 
Church when replacement ringers were urgently needed because so many of 
the men had gone away to the war. Eva had to stop ringing when she went 
away to teacher training college but she very quickly resumed when she 
returned to Nuneaton. She taught at Nuneaton High School and Bramcote 
Hospital Special School. 
She held more than one office in bell ringing circles and could boast of having 
rung in every English county except Cumbria! She enjoyed the camaraderie 
among bell-ringers and her husband joined her in this enjoyable hobby for 
many years until his death. 
Eva was elected to the Fellowship Council in 1947 and became treasurer in 
1950, a post she held until 1966. As a token of the Fellowship's appreciation 
of her work holding our purse strings, albeit not a very full purse in those early 
days, she was elected a Vice President the following year. 
To her daughter Margaret and her daughter's family, we extend our deepest 
sympathy. 
93 
